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♦ This material was originally Task 1 of a Study initiated in 
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Programs. 




♦ 1) Contact program personnel for recent X-Vehicle 
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♦ 4) Evaluate data to identify broad/cross cutting reasons for success 

♦ 5) Propose guidelines for future program success 



Traditional Aircraft X-Vehicle Programs 
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1990s Space Related X-Vehicles 
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4 Each of these is an attempt to expand the technology envelope 




DC-X “The Operations Demonstrator 
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DC-XA “NASA’s Technology Demonstrator 
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’s Precuursor to SSTO Operations 










X-34 “NASA’s Technology Bridge to the X-33 
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X-36 NASA’s “Tail-less Fighter” Demonstration 
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X-38 NASA’s “Crew Return Landing System 

Demonstrator” 
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X-43A NASA’s “Hypersonic Research Vehicle 
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Decade of X-Vehicles.16 
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X-Vehicle Contracting 
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- Contractor should not be rewarded for poor performance 

- Contractor should not bear all of the cost risk 
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